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Did You Know?

Making a difference in transportation!

 Citizen Committees in Action
he Metropolitan Planning

Organization (MPO) has

four citizen

committees that ad-

dress cit izens’

transportation inter-

ests in Miami-Dade

County and make

recommendations to

the MPO Governing

Board. In fact,  your

neighbor may belong

to one of these

groups that are mak-

ing a difference in

your transportation

experience.

According to

Jose-Luis Mesa,

MPO Director,

“These committees

provide Miami-

Dade citizens with an

organized voice to

positively impact our

transportation plans.

Therefore, it is important to encour-

age residents to volunteer.”

T

CTAC Members

TARC Members

Citizens Transportation Advisory Committee (CTAC)

Advises the Board on transit issues, elderly and disabled transportation issues,

as well as transportation in the Aviation and Maritime sectors.

Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC)

Represents interests of bike clubs, health organizations, walking/running clubs,

educators, and other groups familiar with these modes of transportation.

Transportation Aesthetics Review Committee (TARC)

Advises the Governing Board on visual aspects of major transporta-

tion projects.

Freight Transportation Advisory Committee (FTAC)

Advises the Board on issues and concerns dealing with freight and truck traffic.

Each MPO Governing Board

member makes one appointment to

the BPAC, TARC,

and FTAC and

makes two  appoint-

ments to CTAC.

Members of these

committees have gen-

eral knowledge or

interest in the goals

and expectations of

their particular com-

mittees.

The MPO has

dedicated time and

effort to support the

diverse needs of the

community. From in-

frastructure, truck

traffic, commuters,

bicyclists, and pe-

destrians, these com-

mittees have devised

goals and strategies

to better suit the in-

dividual needs of

each transportation mode.

BPAC Members

The MPO’s citizen committees

review some or all parts of the fol-

lowing transportation plans to ensure

federal regulations are followed:

Long Range Transportation Plan

(LRTP) -  This document includes

long and short range strategies, re-

flecting the widest consideration of

transportation options to most effec-

tively and efficiently serve the mobil-

ity needs of  County residents, busi-

nesses, and visitors.

Transportation Improvement Pro-

gram (TIP) - This document is the

short range element (5-years) of the

LRTP. It identifies all sources of fund-

ing that are known or anticipated to

be available during the programmed

period.

Unified  Planning Work Program

(UPWP) - This is the annual program

of technical studies and related ac-

tivities that supports the transporta-

tion planning and improvement pro-

grams.

See page 4 for dates, times, and locations of meetings.
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T
he Citizens Transportation

Advisory Committee’s

(CTAC)  responsibility is fo-

cused on helping the community relay

its transportation needs

to the  MPO Gov-

erning Board.

The committee’s

main goals are

to: ensure that

p r o p o s e d

transportation

projects reflect

the community’s

needs and goals;

serve as a forum

for citizens to raise

transportation issues; and evaluate

the MPO’s transportation plan.

CTAC has issued many recom-

mendations over the  past years as

they strive to make Miami-Dade

County’s transportation system bet-

ter for residents (See “Recent Com-

mittee Accomplishments”).

Since traffic congestion in

Miami-Dade

County has

become a

d e f i n i n g

topic for

the MPO,

CTAC has

worked to

suggest many

ways for dif-

ferent depart-

ments to assist

with this grow-

ing issue. In the

he Bicycle/Pedestrian Advi-

sory Committee (BPAC) pri-

oritizes projects in the Long

Range Transportation Plan (LRTP)

Non-Motorized Element. Also,  BPAC

meetings serve as forum for the public

to raise issues related to non-motor-

ized transportation.

The BPAC recommends projects

and provides input on

projects that

a f f e c t

people

w h o

w a l k

or ride

t h e i r

b i k e .

Though there are

currently seven BPAC members, there

is a need to attract more people with

an interest in bicycling and walking.

 In the future,

BPAC will con-

tinue  collabora-

tive efforts such

as: working with

MDT to promote

and educate bi-

cyclists about the

Bike & Ride

program, and

construction of

the South

D a d e

T r a i l

along the

U S - 1

B u s w a y ;

with Miami-

Dade Public Works on improvements

to roadway projects; and with the Parks

& Recreation Department on develop-

ment of greenway and trail projects.

T

Recent Committee Accomplishments

CT
AC

“Getting

involved with

the BPAC gives

citizens a voice

for the needs of

people who

bike and walk”

-Ted Silver,

   BPAC Chair

“It is a wonder-

ful privilege to

serve on CTAC

as an advocate,

advisor and

proponent for

all transporta-

tion issues.”

-Mike Hatcher,

  CTAC Chair

he Transportation Aesthetics Re-

view Committee (TARC)  ensures

that project plans for Miami-Dade

County are reviewed for their aesthetic im-

pact on the community. The TARC reviews

bridges and other high-visibility transpor-

T
tation projects to ensure that aes-

thetic and urban design con-

siderations are incorpo-

rated into the project plan-

ning and design process. In

response to the mandate of

t h e

MPO Govern-

ing Board,

TARC has cre-

ated a set of

principles used

to review

projects, includ-

ing: make trans-

“TARC’s members
help shape the
image of the
community and
define the visual
character of
public spaces.”

-Winsome Bowen,

  TARC Chair

CTAC: Addressing Transportation Issues One at a Time

BPAC: An Avenue for Bicyclists

and Pedestrians

TARC: Transportation Projects that Beautify Communities

FTAC: Moving Freight and Trucks

More Safely and Efficiently

portation projects

friendly to

commuters;

set new

standards of

design excel-

lence; create a

sense of place; and

manifest the image of the County.

TARC advises transportation agen-

cies of opportunities to improve projects

with respect to aesthetics,  urban design,

function, and sensitivity to  local com-

munities.

T
he Freight

Transpor-

tation Ad-

visory Committee

is a newly cre-

ated advisory

panel that will

advise the

M P O

Board on

f r e i g h t

m o v e -

ment and

t r u c k

t r a f f i c

needs and

is actively

recru i t ing

members. Until

recently, freight

transportation is-

sues had not been formally and system-

atically addressed to consider improve-

ments that must be made for safety and

efficiency.

The role of freight, especially

trucks, still remains absolutely essen-

tial for getting the goods from the pro-

ducer to the distributor and finally re-

tail centers and consumers.

In a County with an

increasing service-

based economy,

the role of

trucks becomes

more vital to

the import and

distribution of

i n d u s t r i a l ,

commerc ia l ,

and consumer

goods to the

businesses and resi-

dents, and to keep our

economy strong. FTAC is

being organized to recognize the

unique needs of the freight commu-

nity, and to help develop initiatives

to improve freight movement in Mi-

ami-Dade County.

TA
RC

� Led an intervention to a cooperative ef-

fort between the FDOT, Miami-Dade

Planning & Zoning and the University of

Miami School of Architecture on the La

Gorce Island Bridge, resulting in a  design

that complements surrounding architecture.

� Made recommendations for visual and

transparent improvements for the Douglas

Road Pedestrian overpass at US-1.

� Assisted  in selection of fixtures, colors,

and arrangements for the Port of Miami

Bridge  and  the MacArthur Causeway

bridge lighting projects.

FT
AC

� Roadway and intersection design standards are

areas the FTAC will make improvement rec-

ommendations.  The Palmetto Industrial zone,

Doral, and  Downtown Miami can all benefit

from enhanced routing for trucks to help sepa-

rate them from pedestrians and cars improv-

ing safety and reducing congestion.

� The FTAC will address the proposed Port

Tunnel’s design  to provide truck access to the

Port of Miami directly from the Interstate sys-

tem without having to navigate constricted  lo-

cal roadways.  Cargo distribution would be-

come more efficient to and from I-95, SR-

836, SR-826, and the Florida’s Turnpike.

� The MPO is working hard to initiate the

activities of this important committee.

BP
AC

� Worked closely with (MDT) to increase bicycle

access to Metrorail, Metrobus, and

Metromover.

� Improvements have been made to Miami-Dade

Transit’s Bike & Ride Program to make it

easier for people to bring their bikes on

Metrorail and Metrobus.

� Supported “Walk to School Day” events by

Miami-Dade County Public Schools.

� Reviewed design of Biscayne Trail project by

the Parks and Recreation Department.

� Stressed for bike lane improvements on

Rickenbacker Causeway.

future, CTAC will continue to col-

laborate with the numerous transpor-

tation agencies and make recommen-

dations that will ensure a smarter,

faster, and efficient transportation

system.

This newsletter was prepared with the assistance from the

Florida International University’s Metropolitan Center.

�  Endorsed the Peoples Transportation Plan (PTP)

        and the creation of the Citizens Independent

        Transportation Trust (CITT).

� Reviewed the MPO’s  Long Range Transporta-

tion Plan (LRTP), Transportation Improvement

Program (TIP), and Unified Planning Work Pro-

gram (UPWP).

� Made recommendations to the Florida Depart-

ment of Transportation (FDOT) on roadway

projects including Krome Avenue, I-95, NE 79th

Street, etc.

� Worked closely with Miami-Dade Transit

(MDT) on marketing, security, and service is-

sues.

� Made recommendations to Public Works on traf-

fic signalization, roadway conditions, and acces-

sibility issues.

“Freight delivers

all the goods we

use every day to

every place we

need them.”

-Frank Baron,

  FTAC  Coordinator
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Dr. Barbara Carey-Shuler

Joe. J. Celestin

Jose “Pepe” Diaz

Manuel A. Diaz
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Jose-Luis Mesa, Ph.D.

Get Involved Calendar of Events

All meetings are held at the Stephen P. Clark Center,

111 NW First Street unless otherwise noted.

Planning
the Future of

Transportation!

Visit our website at: www.miamidade.gov/mpo to fill out

our online comment card.

Mail your comments to:

Metropolitan Planning Organization

111 NW First Street, Suite 910

Miami, FL 33128

Contact us by e-mail at:  mpo@miamidade.gov

Send us your ideas on transportation!

Non-Voting Members (FDOT District VI)

John Martinez, P.E. Gary L. Donn, P.E.

Jan. 05   Feb. 05 Mar. 05

MPO: 2:00 p.m.   20th     17th    17th

TPC: 2:00 p.m.   10th               7th     7th

TPTAC: 10:00 a.m.     5th       2nd     2nd

CTAC: 5:30 p.m.   26th      23rd     23rd

TARC: 3:00 p.m.     5th        2nd     2nd

BPAC*: 7:00 p.m.   26th              23rd    24th

FTAC: 10:00 a.m.    TBA     TBA   TBA

* South Miami Commission Chambers

Contact the MPO for room numbers: (305) 375-4507

Phone: (305) 375-4507

Fax: (305) 375-4950

Joe A. Martinez, Chairman
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